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IProceeiimgs at JEecttitgs of tfje Ε ο ρ Ι Ircljaealocjtcal 
Institute, 

November 2, 1866. 

The Very Rev. Canon ROCK, D.D., in the Chair. 

ON commencing a fresh session of the meetings of the Institute the 
chairman adverted with great satisfaction to the annual meeting which 
had just been held in the metropolis with such considerable success. The 
papers read had been far above the average, and many of them had been 
remarkable for their very superior quality, while the excursions had been 
most successful. The numbers attending the meeting had also been very 
considerable, and the whole affair had contributed much to the credit, and 
to the funds of the Institute. With this preface the chairman expressed 
his deep regret at finding himself in the position he occupied, as it was 
owing to the great loss the Institute had sustained in the sudden death of 
the Marquis Camden. The Marquis had contributed much to the success 
of the London Meeting by his kind attention to the business in hand, and 
had he been spared to do so, he would have been able to speak most 
heartily of the success of that meeting on opening the present session. 
The chairman felt sure that those present would join him in the expression 
of his profound grief at the event which had occurred. While the late 
Marquis was ever ready and able to appreciate most highly the value of 
archaeological pursuits, he continued always to put himself forward only as a 
learner. Ever most courteous and kind to all, he was especially so to the 
members and friends of the Institute. As they had so ofteu the pleasure of 
witnessing, he presided very frequently at their meetings, and he was most 
attentive to all the interests and affairs of the Institute. His last public 
act in connection with them—only a few days before his lamented decease 
—had been to obtain her Majesty's gracious permission to prefix the word 
" Royal " to their title. The vacancy in the office of President produced 
by this sad event, had caused the council to fall back upon their valued 
and most able friend, Lord Talbot de Malahide, whom he had good reason 
to hope would resume for a time the office he had formerly so well filled. 
During the session that was beginning that office would be no sinecure, for 
the President of the Institute would be an ex officio member of the council 
of the great Paris Exhibition next year. As regards that Exhibition, he 
(the chairman) was glad to see that our French friends were taking a leaf 
out of our book, and that there would be a " Loan Exhibition " of objects 
similar to that which had obtained such fair fame at South Kensington. 
He trusted the members would support the council of the Institute in the 
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6 0 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

attempt they were making to give some information beforehand upon the 
objects to be exhibited and the papers to be read ; this could only be done 
by the members sending such information in good time. In conclusion, 
the chairman congratulated the Institute on the auspicious opening of the 
session, which had brought together so large, so valuable and curious a 
collection of objects as that on the tables before him. 

The Rev . PREBENDARY SCARTH communicated an account of an an-
cient interment discovered in the Sydney Gardens, Bathwick, Bath, a few 
months ago. In August last workmen were engaged to gravel the play-
ground of the Bath Proprietary College. This forms a part of Sydney 
Gardens, having been enclosed out of them, and is at the back of the 
college, which was once the Pulteney Hotel. Gravel underlies the surface, 
and is easily obtained by clearing off the soil. During the vacation a pit 
was opened about twenty yards behind the college, and in the playground, 
when at a depth of about 10 ft., the men came upon two stone coffins. 
Unfortunately the lids were broken before the nature of the deposit was 
known, but on lifting the broken portions tv\;o coffins were found lying 
parallel. In one was a human skeleton in a perfect state, in the other the 
head of a horse. The coffins were almost equal in size. It being vacation 
time, no one was on the spot to give directions about removing the coffins 
or preserving the remains, and the contractor for the work in hand forth-
with covered all up again. They were examined only by the college porter 
and the men employed. On being informed of the discovery on his return 
to Bath, Mr. Scarth ascertained the above particulars. This discovery agrees 
with what has been found in other places in the immediate neighbourhood, 
as well as other localities. At Combe Down, a mile south of Bath, stone 
coffins were found lying parallel to each other, and near them a stone box 
about 1| ft. long, containing a horse's head. An account of this discovery 
is given in the Journal of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History 
Society for 1854, with drawings. The objects are now in the Bath 
Museum. At Locksbrook, about a mile and a half from Bath, on the west, 
interments were found in stone coffins, also a stone box containing burnt 
bones. Skeletons were also found in a gravel pit close by, and with them 
the skeleton of a horse (Aquse Solis, p. 103). There are other records of 
similar discoveries near Bath. Stukeley says that about Chute bones 
have been dug up plentifully, especially in a field called Blood Field. A 
stone coffin was found there with a skeleton enclosed, and an arrow and 
spear-head of bronze, and a horse was found buried about three yards from 
the body. But another circumstance renders the discovery in Sydney 
Gardens very remarkable. In February last, when digging gravel just 
beyond the paling between the gardens and the college, and about 30 yards 
from the later discovery, was found what appeared to be a place for 
cooking food. Stones placed on end supported flat stones, and under them 
were wood ashes and evident marks of fire. Fragments of pottery of divers 
kinds were also found, together with flint arrow-heads. These remains are 
now in the Bath Museum. The position of these remains close to the inter-
ments suggests the idea of a funeral feast, which may have accompanied 
the burial. Various other interments have been found in Sydney Gardens. 
Burials have been found all along the side of Bathwick Hill. One coffin 
had in it the skeleton of a female, packed in fine white sand, and parallel 
to it was another with the remains of a child in coarse sand. The Romans, 
and those who succeeded them in Bath, seem to have carried their dead 
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THE EOYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 61 

across the river, and buried them along the side of the hill opposite to the 
city. Burials on the slopes of hills are found elsewhere. As to the horse's 
head accompanying the interment, the following passage from Mr. King's 
book on " The Gnostics " may be thought appropriate:—" The idea of 
death is conventionally represented on sarcophagi and sepulchral tablets by 
a horse's head looking in through a window upon a party feasting. Yet 
more forcibly is the same notion carried out in an Etruscan sculpture, 
where the demon Charon, armed as usual with his large mallet, is leading 
the horse on which sits the defunct, his face muffled up. This perhaps is 
the cause why the horse's head is so favourite a device for signets. It 
served the bearer as a memento mori, like the death's head so much in 
fashion in the jewelry of the cinque-cento period, and with a far other 
object in the antique examples. One may conjecture that such was the 
source of the immemorial custom in South Wales of the mummers carry-
ing round a horse's skull in Christmas merrymaking." 

In the interments described may be the origin of the signet engravings, 
and the custom may have been that at the funerals of great men the horse, 
which had been their companion, shared their fate in death. Many such 
interments may be found, and they are believed to be far from uncommon, 
and to be unconnected with any locality. 

Instances of somewhat similar interments were adverted to by Mr. 
Hewitt, who spoke of that mentioned by Mrs. Piozzi in the account 
of her travels in Italy ; by Mr. J. Yates, who mentioned that recorded by 
Homer ; and by the chairman, who, in the course of his remarks, men-
tioned that on the Continent a feast was a regular part of the ceremonial 
at a burial, and adverted to the ancient belief that the horse conveyed the 
body of the deceased to the banks of the Styx, over which Charon ferried 
him. 

Lieut.-Colonel A. LANE-FOX, F.S.A., then read the following account 
of the objects exhibited by him, and which had been found at a great depth 
in the vicinity of the old London Wall. 

" The excavations which are now in progress for the extension of the 
wool warehouse of Messrs. Gooch and Cousens in the London Wall have 
brought to light a number of interesting relics of the Roman period. The 
hole dug for the foundations of these buildings commences at about forty 
yards south of the street pavement, which is supposed to occupy the site 
of the old wall, and the excavations are consequently within the area 
originally enclosed by it. At about 16 ft. from the surface a layer of 
gravel is found, consisting of small stones, and sand resembling the Thames 
ballast, which has all the appearance of being a natural deposit; but as the 
hole does-not extend for more than a foot below this, it is difficult to deter-
mine whether this is the case, or whether the made earth may not in some 
places continue to a lower depth. Above this there is an irregular deposit 
of peat, varying from 3 to 8 and 10 ft. in thickness ; and above this again, 
made earth and rubbish, consisting of the more modern debris of the city. 
The stratum, however, is irregular, so that it is difficult to give a general 
description of it beyond this invariable feature, that the peat overlies the 
gravel everywhere, and at an average depth of about 16 ft. The area 
excavated is an oblong of about 70 ft. by 200, running north and south. 

" Throughout nearly the whole extent of this area, stumps of oak piles 
are found, distributed some in rows running east and west, but for the most 
part dotted about in irregular clusters without any apparent order. In 
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6 2 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

some places they are as close as from 12 to 18 in., in other parts they 
stand isolated. Towards the southern end a row of piles runs nearly 
across the excavation, and on its southern side close to the piles, as if bind-
ing them together, a long plank 1J in. thick and about a foot in breadth 
has been laid transversely ; another shorter row of piles and plank runs 
north and south. I cannot ascertain that any trace of nails has been found 
about them. 

"The stumps are from 2 to 3 ft. in length, squared and roughly pointed as 
if with an axe, and from 5 to 8 in. in thickness. In those parts where gravel 
has been attained the points extend about 2 ft. into it, and are for the 
most part well preserved, but the tops of the stumps all present the appear-
ance of having rotted off, probably at the original surface of the ground, 
and I could not ascertain that any trace of wooden superstructure was 
found above them. The whole collection of piles must originally have been 
driven down to nearly the same level ; here and there large tiles, from 
12 to 16 in. square and about an inch thick, were found interspersed 
amongst them, some showing traces of fire. 

" Nearly all the articles exhibited were found in the superincumbent 
peat, at depths varying from 9 to 16 ft., either scattered in the peat, or 
collected in refuse heaps at various levels. These heaps were composed of 
large quantities of oyster, mussel, and cockle shells, all of recent species, 
mixed with pottery, the bones of animals, nearly all of which were broken, 
and a large proportion of them split lengthwise, as if for extracting the 
marrow. Having submitted the bones to Professor Owen, he has been so 
kind as to name them for me. They consist of the horse, the wild goat 
(Bouquetin), the wild boar, the red deer, and the Bos longifrons (earliest 
species of domesticated ox), and the skull of a dog, apparently of the shepherd-
dog species. Higher up, at from 9 to 10 ft., horns of the roebuck were 
found, which Professor Owen informs me differ slightly from the existing 
variety in being more fully developed, and altogether better specimens of 
horns than those of the roebuck now inhabiting the Highlands of Scotland. 
Amongst the bones were also found numerous articles of human workman-
ship, including bone handles (?), bone points, bone skates, bone gouges, 
various kinds of Roman pottery, bone and bronze pins, a double-edged 
hatchet of iron, iron knives, a kind of short iron crowbar, a chisel, a mer-
chant's mark, iron keys, pieces of bronze and lead, and coins of various 
kinds, from Antoninus Pius to those of George III. (in the surface ground). 

" Unfortunately, I only heard of these excavations after the greater part 
of the peat had been cleared out, and I was therefore unable to ascertain 
the exact position of the several articles exhibited except by information 
derived from the workmen. More certain information upon this interesting 
point would have been desirable, and it is to be hoped that the excavations 
may have been watched by some careful observer, from whom a more 
detailed account of the different levels at which the several articles were 
found may be obtained. All I can say from personal observation is, that 
the bones of the several animals mentioned were found at all depths in the 
peat, from the level of the piles up to within 9 ft. of the surface, and that 
the pottery, including the Samian ware, was also found at the lowest depth ; 
but, so far as my own observation goes, it did not rise to the level at which 
the roebuck's horns were found. With respect to the pottery, Mr. Franks, 
to whom I have shown the specimens found by me at the different levels, 
has been kind enough to inform me that the whole of it is of Roman manu-
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THE EOYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 6 3 

facture. Some of it, the grey pottery, coated with black and ornamented 
with a kind of chevron pattern incised, is apparently from the Upchurch 
Marshes. Other specimens, of coarser pottery, is of the kind supposed to 
have been manufactured by the Romans on the site of St. Paul's Church-
yard, and the remainder is Samian ware of foreign origin, one specimen of 
which appears to be stamped with the name of the potter MACRINUS. 

" The so-called bone handles consist of the shank bones of the red deer 
and Bos longifrons cut through about the centre, and roughly squared at 
the smaller ends. One specimen appears to have been cut into an hexagonal 
form. They all have from two to four longitudinal cuts on the smaller end. 
The bone points are very roughly cut and hollowed at the base, as if to 
receive a shaft. One of the gouges has two transverse cuts upon its convex 
side, the object of which is not apparent. Another is filled up with a very 
strong cement. The skates consist of the metacarpal bone of the donkey 
or small horse. One specimen of these has been much worn by friction on 
the ice. None of the bones have lost their animal matter, which is in itself 
sufficient to prove them of comparatively recent origin. Some of the bones 
are quite green, probably from having laid close to some bronze implement. 

" With respect to the use of these bone implements many conjectures 
have been offered ; amongst others, that they were used for polishing, for 
net making, as shuttles, and that they were the handles and points of 
spears ; which last would, from their construction, appear most probable 
were it not for the presence of Roman pottery, which makes it unlikely 
that such very primitive weapons should have been employed at a time 
when iron was in constant use. I have nothing further to add to these 
conjectures respecting them. 

" It appears to me that there are but two alternatives to consider, sup-
posing the time of their formation within the Roman era to be proved : 
firstly, are they Roman, and constructed for some manufacturing purpose ? 
and secondly, being of the Roman period, may they not have belonged to 
a people essentially pre-Roman in their arts and appliances ? Similar 
bones, I am told, have been found near the Bank, the Mansion House, and 
down to the river, and it seems probable the whole of this tract must have 
been swamp at the time the piles were driven into it. The presence of the 
oysters, cockles, and split bones, refuse from the kitchens, proves that the 
piles, in all probability, belonged to the foundations of inhabited buildings. 
Savages in all parts of the world appear to have had an affection for 
swampy ground, and it is not unlikely the Romans may have left them in 
undisturbed possession of it. If so, it is possible these relics may be 
vestiges of the ancient British inhabiting the marshy tracts about London 
during the Roman era. 

" Should these observations have the effect of drawing the attention of' 
archaeologists to this locality before the piles are removed, it is possible 
that some more definite conclusions may be arrived at. At a time when 
the remotest quarters of the globe are being searched for the traces of lake 
dwellings, it appears most desirable that the opportunity of examining a 
specimen of this class of habitation in the very centre of the city should 
not be passed over without receiving the attention it deserves." 

The occurrence of the pottery with the more primitive remains makes 
the elucidation of this remarkable deposit somewhat difficult; and in the 
discussion which ensued, further information was hoped for. It was sug-
gested that these remains might be vestiges of the ancient British inhabiting 
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6 4 PB0CEED1NGS AT MEETINGS OF 

the marshy districts round London, who were undisturbed by their con-
querors. 

A paper by the R e v . CANON TROLLOPE, " On the Maladery , or House of 
Lepers, near Lincoln," with a notice of a remarkable sepulchral slab found 
on the site, was then read (printed in the preceding volume of the Journal, 
p. 212). Mr. E. Smirke, who had lately brought the subject of lepers 
before the Institute, mentioned that some documents had lately been printed 
referring to an establishment in Cornwall, St. Lawrence Ponteboy, near 
Bodmin, similar to that at Lincoln, by which it appeared that the Court 
of Chancery had settled the revenues of that house upon the general 
hospital of the county, directing a preference to be given to lepers, and 
that an eminent living physician had signified his intention to turn the 
privilege to account, thereby raising an important legal question which was 
now under consideration. The chairman remarked upon the different 
treatment the poor sufferers now received, and said that the disease was 
stated to be more general than usually supposed. 

anttquttiei auir ®3urit<S o£ Strt «Ε ί̂δίίε». 
B y the R e v . GREVILLE J. CHESTER.—A p icture-map of Palest ine, in which 

the Holy City, with its domed buildings, is conspicuous. The chief cities are 
shown in a sort of bird's-eye view of the Holy Land, the names being in-
scribed in Hebrew, and also in what seems to be the lingua Franca, or 
mixed Italian commonly used by the Israelites in Eastern lands. The 
relative position of these cities, the Mediterranean, the Jordan, the Dead 
Sea, and Sea of Tiberias, seems wholly imaginary, and not set forth with 
any geographical knowledge. Towards the top of the sheet, on the right, 
are seen the cities of the plain, and a curious object like a staircase, above 
which is written, rnoglia di Lot, or Lot's wife. The intention of this 
singular representation may deserve investigation. Recent travellers state 
that, according to local tradition, the position of the " Pillar of Salt'' is 
associated with a spot near the Dead Sea, where an abrupt acclivity occurs 
formed with strata of salt, and to these strata possibly the steps may refer. 
Near the lower left hand corner is seen Jaffa and the coasts of the Medi-
terranean. The flags that fly from turrets in the seaport town are possibly 
indications of the representatives of various nations established at Jaffa, for 
the convenience of persons arriving from Europe at that seaport. This 
picture-map is executed by hand on a large sheet of paper, and coarsely 
colored. It is of interest as an example of the familiar ichnography of the 
land of their ancient inheritance ; in which map probably the general fea-
tures of some map of greater antiquity may be discerned. Such maps are 
common among the Israelities. Somewhat similar maps are woven in 
cotton tablecloths by the Jews at Leghorn. Mr. Chester saw one in the 
house of Nathan, chief rabbi at Alexandria. 

A large woodcut of rude execution, supposed to be Italian work, the con-
spicuous feature being the typical representation of the Holy City. This, 
however, cannot be designated as a map. The Hebrew inscriptions in com-
partments all around seem to give the names of patriarchs or other persons 
of Old Testament history. 

A marriage settlement on a coarsely emblazoned sheet of parchment. It 
has been defaced by the knife, cancelled perhaps intentionally ; the con-
tracting parties may have changed their purpose. 
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THE EOYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 6 5 

Several Hebrew charms, blessings and curses, written 011 leaves of parch-
ment and rudely emblazoned, were sent also. Mr. Chester obtained them 
amongst the Israelites in Africa. Of these some are charms against scorpions 
and other noxious vermin, rudely figured on the parchment ; to others are 
attributed virtues for securing numerous offspring, especially of the male 
sex. The names of the ancient patriarchs and of their wives are introduced 
on the margins,—Adam, Eve, and so forth, with other Hebrew inscriptions 
that have not been explained. On these Hebrew charms appear various 
ornaments, doubtless of symbolical import:—the interlaced triangles (Solo-
mon's seal), the hand of Providence,—a prevalent Oriental symbol of mystic 
virtue. Small representations of keys are repeatedly found ; the " key of 
David " perhaps, and here introduced as an emblem of power. Although 
these mysterious scrolls do not appear to be of any great antiquity, it is pro-
bable that they are reproductions of formulae of an earlier period. 

These objects had lately been acquired by Mr. Chester at Tripoli in 
Barbary. 

By Mr. J. E. LEE.—Drawings of two ancient cannon in the Museum of the 
Society of Antiquaries, Edinburgh. Mr. Hewitt remarked that the oldest 
of these cannon, as lie understood the drawing, is of the type characteristic 
of the fifteenth century, consisting of a core of longitudinal staves, around 
which hoops of iron have been shrunk, leaving a space for the insertion of 
chambers. A spike in lieu of cascable has had a wooden handle fixed over 
it, to direct the fire. The four guns in the other, arranged in the manner 
of an " orgue," are of Swedish construction for light pieces in the time of 
Gustavus Adolphus, having a core of metal overlapped with cord and 
leather. Turner, in his "Pallas Armata," written in 1670, mentions similar 
guns:—"Pieces of ordnance that shoot in a direct line are either of leather, 
of iron, or of copper. Those guns which are called leather-cannon have 
copper under the leather, and are made with great art, and are light to 
carry, which is the greatest advantage they have. Iron guns are accounted 
better than the leather ones, but experience hath taught us that they are 
not so good for many purposes as those of copper " (chap. vii. p. 189). A 
similar gun is in the Woolwich Museum (Rotunda), the core in that ex-
ample being of copper. The device of forming several or many guns into 
a group for defence of a breach, bridge-head, or other straight passage, has 
appeared throughout the whole period of fire-arms, but has never found 
favour among practical men. Examples of the Orgue in various modifica-
tions will also be found in the Royal Artillery Museum at Woolwich. 

By Mr. W. BERNHARD SMITH.—A remarkable Indian " puttah '' or 
gauntlet sword. The long and fine " Solingen " blade has a hilt of steel 
plated with silver, in the form of an elephant's head armed for battle. 

Fragments of a privy coat of defence or mail, probably Venetian, circa 
A.D. 1500. It is formed by a series of small oblong plates of tempered 
steel, arranged in rows, and overlapping each other. Each plate is secured 
to the fabric of the coat, canvas and purple velvet, by rivets of hard yel-
low metal, the heads of which present the appearance of gilt studs or 
spangles on the velvet. The intervals between the rows of plate are 
filled up by strips of fine chain mail, sewn on to the canvas. The rings 
are clenched, not riveted. Such coats are often depicted in the portraits 
of the time. 

A woodman's axe, with bullet marks, one of which had perforated the 
iron. 
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96 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

A finely-worked rosary in silver, probably of the sixteenth century, with 
a pendent Latin cross, on which was a puzzling inscription. The workman-
ship was probably Russian. 

By Mr. J. HENDERSON.—Another example of the Indian " puttah " or 
gauntlet sword, with a fine Italian blade, and the hilt in the form of a 
tiger's head, beautifully worked. This fine weapon had an interesting 
story attached to it, as having been carried by an Indian sepoy, Rag-
goneth Sookul, when protecting Captain Gordon of the 6th Native Infantry 
in the late mutiny at Allahabad, and by whom that officer's life was 
saved. 

By Mr. J. YATES, F .S .A .—A copy of the photograph of a remarkable 
Greek inscription on a marble arch belonging to the ruins of Saloniki, the 
ancient Thessalonica. The photograph has been obtained through the ex-
ertions of the Rev. D. Morton, of Harleston Rectory, near Northampton. 
Mr.Vaux has exhibited it to the Royal Society of Literature, with a learned 
commentary, showing that, although several antiquaries had bestowed their 
care upon it, photography now first produces its real features. The extra-
ordinary reading πολιταρχας in Acts xvii. 6, 8, is fully justified by πολαταρ-
•χουντων, the first word in this inscription, where πολιαρχονντων without r 
might have been expected. No authority is found in any classical author 
for the insertion of r, which gives a somewhat different sense, but its cor-
rectness is at length clearly shown by the Saloniki inscription. Mr. Yates 
mentioned that copies of the photograph are sold by Mr. Dorman, book-
seller, Northampton. 

By the Rev. J. FULLER RUSSELL, F .S .A .—A small picture, apparently a 
fragment of a graclino, and containing, within circles, half figures of SS. 
Augustine and Nicholas of Tolentino. It is ascribed by Dr. Waagen to 
L? Spagna (Treasures of Art in Great Britain, vol. ii. p. 463).—A photo-
graph of a very beautiful triptych in the possession of M. Wolsey Moreau, 
of 71, Rue Neuve S. Augustin, Paris. Its possessor attributes it to Mem-
ling, and believes it to have been the portable altar-picture of Philip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy. The central compartment contains a represen-
tation of our Lord on the cross, between SS. Mary and John, with a for-
tified city, rocks, and water in the distance ; and in the foreground, a 
knight, in plate and chain armour, kneeling in prayer opposite a lady who 
is also praying, behind whom is a youth upon one knee, and with his right 
hand resting upon his breast. Behind the knight is a shield charged with 
a lion rampant, and surmounted by a helmet of eight bars, which has for 
its crest a circlet formed of rings, from which arises the demi-figure of a 
demon with largo bat-like wings and uplifted claws. Just above the demon 
are the head of an aged man and a ring. On the wing to the right of the 
spectator are S. John Baptist standing amid rocks and trees, and below 
S. Barbara holding her tower in both hands, and S. Catherine with her 
wheel and sword. On the left wing is portrayed the Nativity, and beneath 
S. Francis lifting up both hands and displaying the stigmata, and a per-
sonage vested in a mantle and rich tunic, with a falcon on his left fist. The 
wings are painted on the exterior in chiaroscuro, and represent, within cir-
cular-headed niches, on the right, S. George in plate armour on horseback, 
about to pierce with his spear the dragon which writhes beneath his horse's 
right hoof; on the left, S. Jerome removing a thorn from a lion's foot. In 
a shed behind the saint, which is fixed in a rocky recess, and roofed by a 
sheaf of corn, is an altar with a crucifix. Mr. Russell stated that the plio-
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tograph had been kindly given him (when in Paris a short time since) by 
M. Moreau, who asked £2000 for the triptych ; and he also invited atten-
tion to a photograph of the devotional folding-tablet by Memling (described 
in this Journal, vol. xvi. p. 206, and vol. xxii. p. 382) in his possession, 
which he had brought for the purpose of comparison. Mr. Russell has 
subsequently informed us, that in a letter which he has received from Mr. 
Weale, of Bruges, that gentleman remarks,—" I am well acquainted with 
M. Wolsey Moreau's picture, and tried hard to persuade Sir Charles East-
lake to purchase it. It most certainly is not a Memling ; and although I 
have no documentary evidence in support of my statement, I have not the 
least doubt that this work is an authentic picture of Hugo van der Goes, 
the master who approaches most nearly to our great Hans As 
regards differences between his manner and Memling's I would draw your 
attention to Hugo's peculiar way of drawing nude feet. He also uses his 
brush more freely than Memling, whose colour is always very thin. Hugo 
also was in the habit of adding details to his picture when finished. M. 
Wolsey Moreau's picture could not have been painted for Philip the 
Good." 

DECEMBER 7, 1866 . 

Mr. OCTAVIUS MORGAN, F . S . A . , M . P . , and Y . P . , in the Chair. 

TIIE Rev. W. LOWE, Vicar of Bunbury, Cheshire, communicated an 
account of the church there, now in course of repair, and of many interest-
ing objects found in the progress of the works. The church, which is 
dedicated to St. Boniface, consists of a nave with north and south aisles of 
eight bays and a chancel of four bays, with the Ridley Chapel (built by Sir 
Ralph Egerton in 1527) on the south side. The tower occupies two bays 
at the west end, forming an area of about 28 ft. square, standing on 
massive moulded piers and arches of the decorated period. The nave is of 
the perpendicular period, having been rebuilt at a date subsequent to the 
tower, the base of a pillar of the decorated period having been uncovered 
in the course of the alterations. Some of the windows had good stained 
glass in them. Under the window on the north side next the altar is a 
fine recessed and canopied space, in which was a founder's tomb. The 
chancel contains the tomb of Sir Hugh Calveley, who purchased the 
advowson of the church from the Bunburys, and procured a charter from 
Richard II. (A.D. 1387) to found a college of secular canons there. Sir 
Hugh was very active in the wars of his time, and distinguished himself in 
the Spanish campaign of the Black Prince. At the great wreck of Sir 
John Arundel's expedition on the coast of Brittany he was one of the seven 
who were saved out of 20,000, and his foundation at Bunbury is said to 
have been owing to a pious resolve on account of his escape. The tomb of 
Sir Hugh Beeston, an admiral of Queen Elizabeth, is also in the chancel. 

Surrounding the chapel of the Calveleys in the north aisle, and of the 
Spurstows of Spurstow Hall (a moated mansion now belonging to Lord 
Crewe), in the south aisle, were elaborately executed and painted screens 
formed of oak. A large number of the panels, tracery, and other parts of 
these screens were exhibited by Mr. Lowe. The paintings were remark-
able for the force and brightness of the colours used, but the execution is 
somewhat coarse, and was most probably provincial workmanship. Some 
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6 8 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

of the inscriptions were not legible, and some of tlie figures depicted were 
doubtful. Remains of painting in distemper had been found on the walls, 
probably a St. Christopher ; and an altar-piece, apparently representing 
the resurrection of our Saviour, with attendant saints, etc., painted on a 
red background, powdered with white stars, and edged with black. Two 
finely-incised coffin slabs (probably of the fourteenth century) had also been 
found, of which photographs were exhibited. Some encaustic tiles with 
heraldic and other patterns, and a piece of sackcloth found in a stone coffin 
2 ft. below the floor of the nave, were also shown. 

Mr. JAMES YATES, F . S . A . , read the fo l lowing remarks upon a " H e b r e w 
Charm," in connection with a crucifix belonging to the Priory of Gisborne, 
Yorkshire. " In the course of my summer's residence at Whitby, more 
than twenty years since, Mr. Ripley, surgeon, of that town, showed me an 
ancient wooden crucifix, which had formerly belonged to the Priory of 
Gisborne, in the north of Yorkshire. It was about a yard long. It was 
supposed to have been especially intended to be carried to the chambers of 
those who were dying, or afflicted with serious illness. In the stem of the 
crucifix was found a concealed cavity, in which. was a slip of parchment 
with the word t̂ JN (agla), in Hebrew letters, several times written upon it. 
The question of course arose, what was the meaning of this word ? and the 
questioners naturally thought of Aglaia, one of the Graces. Not being 
satisfied with this solution of the difficulty, they conjectured that the cru-
cifix might have been used in exorcism. This led me to search for books 
on exorcism ; and in the British Museum I alighted on an old book, printed 
I think in the Venetian territory, which contained an enumeration and 
explanation of such terms. One of these was the Hebrew word t&jN, ex-
plained as composed of the initial letters in the following sentence :— 
'JIM D ^ Ύΰί ΠΠΝ (ate gebur loulem adonai), that is, ' Thou art great 
for ever, 0 Lord.' This new word was formed by the following process. 
The Jews were accustomed in the Middle Ages to abbreviate sentences or 
phrases ; thus Maimonides was Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon, but they called 
him Rambam ; Nachmanides was Rabbi Moses Ben Nachman, but they 
called him Ramban. In like manner the short sentence, Ate gebur loulem 
adonai, was contracted into one word AGLA, and this short word was 
supposed to operate as a charm in subduing disease, or expelling evil 
spirits." 

Mr. GEORGE SCHARP, F .S .A . , then gave an account o f the proceedings 
lately taken for the restoration of the portrait of King Richard II., belong-
ing to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, and illustrated his remarks 
by tracings of the principal portions of the picture taken by him before any 
change was attempted to be made in it, and of the face of the king since 
the operations had been completed. Mr. Scharf said that it was a matter 
of great regret that better and fuller notes of the earlier state of the picture 
had not been taken, as the changes in it were so considerable and remark-
able ; but no one had anticipated their extent or importance. It had been 
photographed at South Kensington, but with a very unsatisfactory result; 
and that photograph, with Mr. Scharf's tracings, were now the only 
evidences of the once well-known picture. After detailing what was known 
of the history of the picture, and describing its characteristic features, Mr. 
Scharf spoke of the doubts which judges of art had long entertained as to 
many parts of the work, and how those doubts had been impressed upon 
the custodians of the picture till they were induced to permit experiments 
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THE EOYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 6 9 

to be tried upon it. Those experiments were entirely successful. Thus 
encouraged, the work was continued, and the result was (as Mr. Scharf 
fully believed) the genuine and entire re-production of the first Royal por-
trait in the country, exactly as it was executed by the artist of the 
fourteenth century. 

Instead of a large, coarse, heavy-toned figure, with very dark, solid 
shadows, strongly-marked eyebrows, and a confident expression (almost 
amounting to a stare) about the dark-brown sparkling eyes, we now have 
a delicate, pale picture ; carefully modelled forms, with a placid and almost 
sad expression of countenance ; grey eyes, partially lost under heavy lids ; 
pale yellow eyebrows, and golden-brown hair. These latter points fully 
agree with the king's profile in the well-known little tempera diptych at 
Wilton, belonging to the Earl of Pembroke. The long thin nose accords 
with the bronze effigy of the king in Westminster Abbey ; whilst the 
mouth, hitherto smiling and ruddy, has become delicate, but weak, and 
drooping in a curve, as if drawn down by sorrowful anticipations even in 
the midst of pageantry. Upon the face there is a preponderance of 
shadow, composed of soft brown tones, such as are observable in early 
Italian paintings of the Umbrian and Sienese schools executed at a corre-
sponding period. Indeed, the general appearance of the picture now 
forcibly recalls the productions of Simone Memmi, Taddeo Bartoli, Gritto 
da Fabriano, and Spinello Aretino ; but more especially those of their 
works which have suffered under a similar infliction of coatings of white-
wash or plasterings of modern paint. 

Many alterations seem to have been made by the restorer in various 
parts of this figure of King Richard, and well devised folds of drapery 
quite destroyed through ignorance. The position of the little finger of 
his left hand, holding the sceptre, was found to have been materially 
altered. The letters R, surmounted by a crown, strewn over his blue 
robe, were changed in shape, and the dark spots on his broad ermine cape 
were distorted from their primitively simple tapering forms into strange 
twisted masses of heavy black paint. The globe held in his right hand, 
and covered with some very inappropriate acanthus leaves, was at once 
found to be fals0, and beneath it was laid bare a slightly convex disc of 
plain gold, very highly burnished. This, however, was not an original 
part of the picture. A plain flat globe with its delicate gilding was 
found still lower ; and it was then ascertained that the head of the sceptre 
and the crown on his head bad in like manner been loaded with gold and 
polished. Beneath these masses of solid burnished gilding, bearing false 
forms and ornaments unknown to the fourteenth century, was found the 
original Gothic work, traced with a free brush in beautiful foliage upon the 
genuine gold surface lying upon the gesso preparation spread over the panel 
itself, and constituting a perfectly different crown as well as heading to the 
sceptre from those hitherto seen. The singular device of a fir cone on the 
summit of the sceptre has disappeared entirely. The diaper, composed of 
a raised pattern, decorating the back-ground, coated over with a coarse 
brown powder, and not even gilded, was found to be a false addition. It 
was moulded in composition or cement, possibly as early as the reign of 
the Tudors. Not only did it stand condemned in itself by clumsiness of 
workmanship and a reckless fitting together of the component parts, but 
it was found to have extensively overlaid some of the most beautiful foliage 
and pieces of ornamentation. The picture is painted on oak, composed of 
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7 0 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

six planks joined vertically, but so admirably bound together as to appear 
one solid mass. The back is quite plain. 

The large, clumsy frame was found to have concealed a considerable 
portion of the picture ; and by removing it the carved end of the chair, 
011 one side, and the lower part of the curved step in front were laid 
open to view. Unfortunately, the right side of the picture, beneath the 
frame, had been wantonly mutilated by hacking, as if with an adze or 
hatcliet, which rendered the chair on this side much less perfect. The 
raised diaper-work was continued under the frame, and, in the upper 
left-hand corner, had been curiously patched by two square pieces of 
inferior workmanship, which were let in as if to make good some incidental 
flaw. 

The substantial and sterling qualities of the painting were plainly 
shown by their being obliged to use the strongest chemical solvents to get 
rid of the superincumbent work ; but these had not the slightest effect 
upon the original painting. Mr. Scharf passed a high eulogium upon 
Mr. Richmond, R.A., and Mr. Merritt, for their execution of the task 
committed to them, and concluded by expressing a hope that the picture 
would be returned to its original position in the Abbey. 

The DEAN OF WESTMINSTER thanked Mr. Scharf for his able description, 
both of the picture and of the operations upon it. It was replaced in 
the Jerusalem Chamber till the Abbey should recover from the confusion 
it was then in, owing to the introduction of warming apparatus, and the 
rebuilding of the reredos. It had been originally placed over the pew of 
the Lord Keeper, on the south side of the choir, and the lower part of the 
picture had been injured by the heads of those in the pew rubbing against 
it. The position was shown by the anecdote of the Lord Keeper Williams 
having struck upon the pulpit while Peter Heylyn was preaching against 
him, and exclaimed "Enough, enough, Peter." When the suggestion was 
first made about the restoration of the picture to its original condition, he 
had been supported by the opinion of his brother Dean of St. Paul's as 
to the propriety of assenting to such proceedings, and he was much gratified 
at the result. 

In the discussion which followed, especially upon the precise date of the 
painting, Mr. RILEY remarked that, as the King committed sacrilege by 
an act of violence at the Queen's burial, the picture might have been given 
by way of peace-offering. No documentary evidence referring to the picture 
had, it was stated, yet been discovered. 

The CHAIRMAN, amid general acclamations, warmly eulogized the moral 
courage and good taste shown by the Dean and Chapter in this matter, 
and the skill which had re-produced so fine a work of art ; as well as 
Mr. Scharf for his clear and interesting report of the operations. It was 
a most gratifying circumstance that the old work had continued unhurt 
while all the later work had disappeared. 

Brig.-General LEFROY, R.A., exhibited a collection of early fire-arms, 
partly from the Museum of Artillery, Woolwich, partly from the Tower, 
and including one from the Royal Collection at Windsor. General Lefroy 
remarked that the immediate cause of his producing these objects before 
the Institute was the accidental discovery that a barrel bearing the early 
date 1547, which had been acquired by the Museum of Artillery, is rifled. 
In these days of rifle competition, such objects had especial interest. On 
removing the breech -plug and cleaning the barrel, the rifling in seven 
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grooves is clearly perceptible. It had one turn in twenty-two inches, but 
the grooving was now much worn down ; and it had been acquired simply 
as an early dated fire-arm. It is about forty years earlier than the earliest 
dated specimen hitherto known in England, namely the one in the Royal 
Collection at Windsor, now produced ; and, so far as he was aware, is 
earlier than any example elsewhere. The earliest rifle with a date in 
the collection at Paris is 1589, and at Brussels, 1624. The earliest in 
the Tower, which was produced, is dated 1610 ; and the next earliest, at 
Woolwich, 1592. General Lefroy called attention to the great beauty of 
the Windsor rifle, which is double-barrelled—one barrel placed vertically 
below the other,—both rifled in six grooves, calibre 0'5 inch. The butt-
plate is richly decorated, and bears the arms of Saxony, with the cypher 
|~F engraved on a shield of ivory let into the stock, which is of cedar or 
cherry inlaid with ivory. Together with this arm was exhibited a smooth-
bored harquebus bearing the same date (1588), from Woolwich, the stock 
beautifully inlaid with ivory, representing the tragical story of Pyramus 
and Thisbe ; and a smooth-bored breech-loading harquebus, dated 1537, 
which is said to have belonged to Henry VIII. The remarkable circum-
stance about this last, was, the resemblance of the breech mechanism in 
general character to what is called the Snider breech-loader of the present 
day. 

There might be earlier examples than that now shown, at Warwick 
Castle, for instance ; but they were not marked with a date. The Wool-
wich acquisition had been taken from the Hungarian peasantry in the 
insurrection of 1849, and by them probably from some chateau. 

Mr. LATHAM exhibited a very late wheel-lock rifle, which was presented 
by the Emperor Napoleon I. to an English gentleman. He examined the 
barrel, dated 1547, produced by General Lefroy, and made no question 
of its being rifled. He said it was by many years the earliest specimen 
known to him. 

Mr. HEWITT remarked that it was a curious fact that the earliest recorded 
notice of the Rifle, as a military arm, recommended it, not for its distant 
fire, or more accurate aim, but as being available against the so-called 
armour of proof. In fact, there was for some time a contention not unlike 
that of our own day between cannon and armour-plates for ships. The 
old medieval cuirass was a good defence against the sword or lance of an 
antagonist; but, fire-arms being adopted, the "attack" became superior. 
Then the breastplate was strengthened, and the defence regained the 
advantage. Then the fire-arm was rifled, and again obtained the ascen-
dancy. And the attack being thus rendered superior, body-armour rapidly 
disappeared. The author first noticing the military rifle was Montecuculi, 
who, speaking in his Memoirs of various arms and their specialties, signa-
lizes " les arquebuses a rouet pour les sorties, les arquebuses rayees contre 
les armes a l'epreuve." 

Mr. W. BERNHARD SMITH remarked that military rifles were first used by 
Frederic the Great. They were adopted by the English and French 
about 17 92. 

Lieut.-Colonel A. LANE-FOX exhibited and gave an account of the 
discovery of a human heart enclosed in a leaden case in a church at 
Cork. 

It was found, about four years ago, in the centre of a pillar in the crypt 
or vaults beneath Christ's Church, Cork. 

VOL. XXIV. Ν 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
W

es
te

rn
 O

nt
ar

io
] 

at
 1

9:
37

 1
2 

A
pr

il 
20

15
 



7 2 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

" The place was in process of being cleared, and one of the workmen 
putting his hand into a niche in the pillar, discovered the heart. I regret 
that I am unable to maintain more accurate information as to the exact 
position in which it was found. The heart was opened by the gentleman 
from whom I obtained it, and was found to be embalmed in salt. An 
accurate pencil drawing of the heart, taken at the time, is also exiiibited. 
It has shrunk considerably since. The weight of the several parts was 
found to be as follows :—-

lb. oz. 
Leaden case . . . 5 12 J 
Embalming . . . . 1 14 
Heart . . . . 0 7| 

" T h e story supposed to be attached to the relic is, that it belonged to 
some distinguished individual, and was being carried to the East; that 
the ship in which it was conveyed put into Cork Harbour a mere wreck, 
and the heart was deposited in Christ's Church. I attach no value what-
ever to this story, which, I think it very probable, was invented by the 
tinder to serve some purpose of his own. The difficulty of obtaining 
authentic information in that part of the world respecting any object of 
antiquity is very great. 

" At the time of finding, I am informed, a very thin coating of silver, 
much corroded, was found adhering to a part of the case. Referring to 
Miss Hartshorne's work on Enshrined Hearts, I find that the heart of 
Richard Cceur de Lion, which was discovered in Rouen Cathedral in 1838, 
was encased within two boxes of lead ; within this was a second interior 
case, and upon it a thin leaf of silver which time had in a great part 
decayed. The case, it will be seen, is ' heart-shaped,' and measures 8 in. 
in length by 6^ in. greatest breadth. It is similar in form to that in 
which the heart of Robert Bruce was enshrined, which Douglas wore with 
a chain round the neck, and which has since been retained in the arms of 
the Douglas family." 

Mr. J. Y A T E S , F.S.A., exhibited a remarkable Romano-British urn, found 
at Geldeston, Norfolk. It was of large size, remarkably thin, not thicker 
than Greek or Etruscan vases. Mr. Yates remarked, that for the exhibition 
of the fractured urn from Geldeston the Archaeological Institute is indebted 
to the Rev. Daniel Gillett, rector of the parish. The chancel of the church 
having been taken down to be re-built the fragments of this vessel were dis-
covered. Mr. Gillett entrusted them to him. He took them to the British 
Museum, where they were put together by Mr. Ready, and were inspected 
by Dr. Birch and other antiquaries. It is the opinion of these gentle-
men that the vessel is of Roman or Romano-British manufacture. It 
has evidently been turned on the potter's wheel, and is remarkably thin, 
not thicker than Greek or Etruscan vases, though of coarser material and 
a rougher surface. Its form approaches the globular. The rim at the 
top has a single ornament, which the potter has impressed with his thumb 
on the moist clay, and which is regarded as indicative of a Roman origin. 
The dimensions are 11J in. high, 16 in. diameter. 

In the sixth volume of the Archaeological Journal, p. 109, Mr. Yates de-
scribed a Roman interment, which was discovered in 1849 at Geldeston, 
not far from the same spot. The remains of this sepulchre were in the 
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plain, a little above the river Waveney. The church is on the rising 
ground, which forms a ridge to the north of the Waveuey.. 

The remains of the sepulchre and its contents are preserved in the Mu-
seum at Norwich ; the vessel, lately discovered, has been given by Mr. 
Gillett to the British Museum. 

The question may be asked, What was the use of this vessel ? Perhaps 
it may authorise the conjecture, that the church was built on the site of a 
heathen temple, as was certainly done in many other cases. If so, the urn 
may have been used in acts connected witli the temple-service. The date 
of the interment was about A.D. 130, as is shown by the coin of Sabina, 
found with the bones of the deceased Roman boy. 

Mr. Gillett has sent Mr. Yates the following remarks on the name of his 
village and the site of his church :—-

" I am very glad that the few broken pieces of pottery have proved so 
interesting and valuable. I hope you will present them to the Museum. 

" Your description of the old temple-site and of the neighbouring Roman 
station, has confirmed an opinion of mine, which Mr. Rix of Beccles also 
formed, that the name of this village arises from the Gelt, which was paid 
here. 

" The Romans had their station on Danburgh Hill, at the foot of which 
the Boman interment took place. Here, no doubt, the tribute of the neigh-
bourhood was paid ; and when the Danes had possession of the country, 
they took the same commanding station for a fortress, and held it as a con-
venient place for the collection of their Gelt. Danburgh Hill commands 
the river at its foot, and the view of the whole neighbouring country. 

" The Church Hill, the site of the temple, is another most commanding 
site ; but it is now, and probably always was, bidden by ancient oaks and 
elms, so as to conceal it from the river and make it a solemn and silent, 
and awe-inspiring place." 

Dr. Rock suggested that possibly the urn was not funereal, but had been 
worked into the wall to propagate sound. 

By the CHAIRMAN.—Chalice and paten, belonging to the parish of Net-
tlecombe, Somerset ; by favour of the Rev. H. W. Jermyn, rector. The 
chalice is of silver gilt, 6 in. high. The bowl and hexagonal foot 4 in. 
diameter ; the stem is hexagonal, and the knob is ornamented with six 
projecting quadrangular bosses, terminating in lions' masks, the interme-
diate portion being occupied by pierced Gothic work. On one side of the 
foot a panel has been cut out, and a silver-plate, deeply incised, with λ 
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representation of the Crucifixion, surrounded with foliage, has been clumsily 
riveted in. This plate has once been filled in with enamel, of which traces 
are still to be seen. When this was done is not known. It is probably 
the original plate, though it is not likely that the original silver-worker 
would have left it in so clumsy a state as that in which it now is. 

The paten is 5^ in. diameter; it is in the form of a plate, having a brim 
round a sunken six-foil centre, the spandrils of which are engraved with a ra-
diating pattern. In the centre is a circular depression, in which is a repre-
sentation of the face of our Lord, in translucid enamel, on an engraved ground. 
Round the head is a cruciform nimbus. At the back of the enamel is let 
in a circular plate of silver gilt, engraved with the sacred monogram j. Ij, s. 
in fifteenth century Gothic characters. On both chalice and paten are the 
Ilall marks beautifully clear ; these are the leopard's head crowned, being 
the standard mark, a dimidiated fleur de lis, the maker's mark, and the 
annual letter or Lombardic B, cusped outwards, which seems to supply 
the missing alphabet, and would indicate the date 1459, and this would 
thus be the second earliest piece of English plate known. 

By Brigadier-Gen. LEFROY, R.A.—Examples of early rifles and fire-
arms. Curious breech-loading smooth-bored matchlock harquebus, dated 
1537, from the Tower, class 12, No. 1. It is thus described in the cata-
logue :—Harquebus loading at the breech, with moveable chamber. This 
arm appears to have belonged to King Henry VIII. It is named, with 
others, in the Tower Inventory of 1679 : — " Carbine, 1 ; Pistol, 1 ; and 
Fowling Piece, 1 ; said to be King Henry VIII . " The barrel is chased 
and gilt. Among the ornaments are the King's initials " II. R , " and a 
rose crowned, supported by two lions. The date, 1537, is engraved on the 
breech. The armourer's mark is a fleur de lis, surmounted by the letters, 
W. H. Length of barrel, 1 ft. 11 in. This arm is figured in the Archse-
ologia, vol. xxxi., p. 492. 

Curious breech-loading smooth-bored matchlock harquebus, not later than 
1547, from the Tower, class 12, No. 3. It is thus described in the cata-
logue :—Harquebus, with fluted barrel, of same period as the preceding. 
Among the carvings of the stock are the rose and fleur de lis. It is a 
breech-loading arm, and it is remarkable that the moveable chamber which 
carries the cartridge has exactly the form of that in vogue at the present 
day : length of barrel, 6 ft. 6 in. This is probably the arm attributed to 
King Henry VIII. under No. 1,—the "fowling-piece" of the monarch. 
Buth of these arms are remarkable for the resemblance of the breech me-
chanism in principle, to what has been very lately introduced under the 
name of the " Snider " system, the moveable iron charge chamber being 
represented in the modern example by a metallic cartridge. 

Barrel, dated 1547, rifled ; calibre 0 66. It has been altered for a 
percussion lock by the Hungarian insurgents, from whom it was taken in 
1849. From the Museum of Artillery, Woolwich ; class 7, No. 2. The 
rifling has been in seven grooves, with about one turn in 22 in. ; but either 
from the effect of corrosion and cleaning, or of grinding out to take a 
slightly longer bullet, the grooves are hardly distinguishable on one side, 
but they are quite distinct on the other. 

Fine sporting wheel-lock rifle, beautifully mounted, with inlaid stock, 
dated 1588. This beautiful piece is double barrelled ; the barrels are 32·5 
in. long, and placed in the same vertical plane ; the calibre is less than 0"50; 
and the spiral is about J turn in length. The wheel and touch-hole of the 
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lower barrel are advanced 1-5, and the tube is by so much shorter. It is 
rifled in six grooves. The piece is marked with the date 15S8, and beautifully 
mounted on a stock of cedar or cherry-wood inlaid with ivory; the cypher |-F 
occurs in the ornamentation, and the butt-plate, which is of steel, handsomely 
engraved in relief,bears a shield with the electoral insignia of Saxony(?) on the 
right (two swords crossed), and the arms of Saxony on the left. It is provided 
with a double wheel-lock, with the springs outside, an important feature in 
early rifles, and two cocks, both working on the same spring, which is split, 
to enable them to act independently. The cocks are richly chased ; one of 
the wheels is set in an open work gilt mounting, the other is not mounted. 
The heads of the principal screws are brass, cut to represent lions' heads. 
The armourer's mark on the lock-plate is a bear or monkey, sitting ; the upper 
surface of the barrel has a fluted channel leading to the back sight, a pe-
culiarity not unusual in early arms; the stock is remarkably short. It is 
the property of Her Majesty, by whose gracious permission it is exhibited. 

Fine sporting wheel-lock gun, smooth-bored, dated 1588. The stock is 
beautifully inlaid, with the story of Pyramus and Thisbe. From the Mu-
seum of Artillery, Woolwich, class 5, No. 11. 

Rifle, dated 1592. This piece has been re-stocked and altered to per-
cussion by the Hungarian insurgents, from whom it was taken in 1849. 
From the Museum of Artillery, Woolwich, class 7, No. 1. 

Fine sporting wheel-lock rifle, beautifully mounted, with inlaid stock, 
dated 1613. From the Tower, class 12, No. 40. It is thus described in 
the catalogue : — " Hunter's rifle, dated 1613; the stock richly ornamented 
with ivory and chased brass. Brass furniture for fire-arms comes generally 
into U3e at this period. Figures of the stag, the chamois, and the eagle 
are among the decorations. The barrel has a seven-grooved rifle, with 
double lines between the grooving." From the Royal Military Repository, 
now at the Museum of Artillery, Woolwich. 

A German sporting rifle, dated 1623, by Augustinus Kotter. From the 
Museum of Artillery, Woolwich, class 7, No. 1. 

A German rifle of the eighteenth century, straight grooved. 
By Mr. J. HENDERSON.—A beautiful selection of Oriental arms, consist-

ing of a Persian dagger of the Cama type. The straight, two-edged blade 
is chased and gilded, with two grooves inlaid or veneered with watered 
steel. The hilt is of ivory, and the scabbard mounted with silver, enriched 
with niello and a band of small turquoises.—Curved Indian dagger of 
watered steel. The blade delicately ornamented with arabesque ornaments 
chased out of the solid metal ; the hilt of steel.—Another, of the same 
type, ornamented with engraving. Both edges of the blade are "ingrailed," 
i. e., cut into sharp teeth formed by a series of semicircular notches.— 
Curved Asiatic dagger, of finely watered steel; hilt of ivory; sheath 
covered with green skin and silver mounted.—Straight, single-edged knife, 
from India, in white skin sheath, which contains a smaller one. The blade 
very finely watered, and the mountings of the ivory handle of steel, orna 
mented with flowers and birds of embossed and chased gold.—Straight, 
single-edged Indian dagger, with watered blade, having a solid point ; hilt 
of ivory, and sheath of green velvet, with chape and mouthpiece of chased 
silver.—Kuttar, in sheath of gilt and stamped leather, with chape of steel 
embossed with gold. The blade, with solid point, is chased, and veneered 
in the centre with watered steel ; the hilt enriched with gold.—Another, 
more ancient, also with solid point ; an elephant and tiger chased out of 
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7 6 PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS OP 

tlio blade ; guard ornamented with silver.—Another ; the blade chased with 
the figures of a horseman on one side, and an elephant and his rider on the 
other.—A kriss ; the handle of singular form, and the blade elaborately 
chased throughout with serpents amongst flowers and foliage. 

By Mr. W. BERNHARD SMITH.—A collection of fine Oriental daggers, 
"kuttars," krisses, &c., all of remarkable workmanship, and many of them 
of early date. Etui, of perforated brass, in form of a knife-sheath, con-
taining two instruments of doubtful use; a knife in a sheath of steel, chased 
with figure of Judith (?) and foliage, temp. Henry VIII. 

By Mr. J. YATES, F.R.S.— A coloured engraving of the mosaic found at 
Thurston, Hants, in 1823, which probably belonged to a small temple of 
Bacchus. 

By Mr. E. RICHARDSON.—Nine tiles from an old farm-house at Kidwelly, 
South Wales.—A fossil piece of buck's horn dug up with a large silver coin 
of Constantine in making the Thames embankment at Whitehall.—A flint 
arrow-head, found on the extreme west coast of North Canada, by Captain 
M'Clean, in the year 1838. 

By Mr. W. BURGES.—Portions of a triptych, which had been attributed 
to Mabuse. It consisted of the two outer leaves, which had been joined 
together. The painting had evidently been re-touched. 

By Mr. J. NIGHTINGALE.—A portrait of Chaucer ; a sixteenth century 
copy of the well-known miniature. 

By the Rev. H. ASTON WALKER.—A Japanese bowl ; date about B.C. 200. 
By the Rev. J. BATHURST DEANE, F .S .A .—A lady's fruit-knife, of tlie 

seventeenth century, found in Kingston House, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts, 
with a richly decorated handle. 

A large carriage watch, of Viennese work, date about 1712-1715 ; the 
case of silver, chased and pierced. It is a repeater, made to act by pushing 
in a pin on the pendant or handle. It winds up in three places, and probably 
had a going, striking, and quarter parts. 

By Miss ESTRIDGE.—Enamelled locket, dated 1737. Russian work, the 
subject probably allusive to some political incident. 

February 1, 1867. 
Mr. C. SPRENGEL GREAVES, Q .C., in the Chair. 

Mr. E. SMIRKE gave an account of the legend of the hunting of King 
Edmund at Cheddar, as described in a MS. among the muniments of 
Axbridge, Somerset. The MS. is probably of the fourteenth century, and 
one of the objects of its dissertations is the supposed origin of English 
boroughs, and that of Axbridge in particular, together with a description 
of the state of that town. Dunstan was famous in those parts, the neigh-
bourhood abounding in stories relating to him. One of the most remark-
able is that of his having saved King Edmund, when hunting in the Mendip 
Hills, from being carried over tlie Cheddar cliffs by his horse. This inter-
vention led to the King's reconciliation with the great reformer, or improver, 
of the times ; and the story as told in the MS. was a remarkable corro-
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boration of oral tradition by documentary evidence. That there was for 
many centuries an intimate relation between the manor of Cheddar and the 
town of Axbridge, and that the title to both was long identical, is certain. 
The story of the royal hunt on Mendip has been often referred to, and had 
been lately brought forward by a writer who had compared the narrative 
still current on the spot with the earliest known biographical memoir of 
St. Dunstan found in the British Museum. He was not perhaps aware of 
the existence of the documentary evidence of the story in the keeping of 
the mayor and burgesses of Axbridge, from which the peasantry might 
refresh their memories through the medium of their more intelligent 
neighbours. Mr. Smirke's notice of the MS. is given in this Journal, vol. 
xxiii., p. 224. 

The CHAIRMAN spoke of tradition as deserving much weight, but there 
was a difficulty sometimes in estimating it. He adduced several instances 
of its importance; the race of the country people having scarcely changed, 
so that stories were handed down from mouth to mouth. 

Dr. ROCK also mentioned some curious instances of tradition. In the 
neighbourhood of Bunbury, Cheshire, there was a tradition of a battle 
having been fought, of which he knew no account in history. As to St. 
Dunstan, the " Acta Sanctorum " contain the germs of English history. 
Wharton's "Anglia Sacra" lost much of its value from omission of the 
miracles, which contain so much matter illustrative of the habits and cus-
toms of our ancestors. 

The Rev. JAMES BECK gave a notice of a late discovery of silver coins 
in Sussex. Early in the last month it was announced in the local papers 
that a large discovery of silver coins had occurred 111 Sussex, in ploughing 
up a headland 011 Chancton Farm, situated between Washington and 
Ashington, 011 the northern flank of the Downs to the west of Steyning. 
The ploughman noticed that his plough had struck against something that 
caused it to be thrown out of its course ; on examination it was found 
that he had disturbed an old crock or earthenware pot, and as it had been 
broken by the plough the contents were brought to light, consisting of a 
large quantity of silver coins, described as chiefly of the reigns of Harold 
and the Confessor. They were all packed in the crock, it is said, on their 
edges, as closely as possible, and had evidently remained undisturbed since 
the deposit of the hoard ; the crock moreover, it is believed, was in perfect 
condition until damaged by the plough, and it is to be regretted that such a 
specimen of early pottery, probably of the eleventh century, had not been 
preserved. He was at the spot a few days after the coins were found, and 
secured a great number which would have found their way into the melting 
pot, owing to the indiscretion of the police. 

The farm on which the find took place belongs to the Duke of Norfolk, 
and is tenanted by Mr. Charles Botting. An old barn was pulled down a 
couple of years ago, and the hedgerow which formed one of the fences of 
the barnyard contained some old trees which were cut down, leaving the 
stumps. Last year the site was dug up for potatoes, and a few coins, Mr. 
Beck was told, were found, but no notice was taken of the circumstance. 
This year the land was ploughed up, and the hedgerow and stumps 
removed, the plough in passing over the site of one of the stumps sunk 
into a hole, struck against the vase, and brought up a number of the coins 
it contained. A scramble took place. The farmer obtained about 1400, 
and the police got about 200 more from the laborers. He obtained more 
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tlian 200, which he sent to Mr. Vaux at the British Museum, and about 
300 were sold at Shoreham; several others were dispersed in the neigh-
bourhood. There must have been more than 2000 coins, and, as far as 
he could judge, they were almost all of Edward the Confessor. Some may 
be of earlier date. The coins had evidently been deposited in a leather bag, 
and placed in a crock of common earthenware. It was not improbably a 
hoard secreted at the time of the Norman invasion. Mr. Beck went to the 
Solicitor to the Treasury, Mr. Greenwood, and had an interview with him 
on the subject of the discovery. He had no doubt that the greater part of 
the coins would be sent to the British Museum for examination. 

It may deserve notice as a singular coincidence that the site where the 
late find of so large a hoard of pennies of the eleventh century has occurred, 
closely adjoins that in which another remarkable discovery was made a few 
years since, but on that occasion the coins were of a much earlier period. 
They were late Roman currency of the smallest module ; the hoard con-
sisted of several thousand coins that had been deposited in rouleaux in the 
side of a small dipping-well near a cottage door in the parish of Storrington, 
situated a short distance to the west of Washington. An account of the 
discovery, which occurred owing to the little well being cleaned out in a 
dry summer when the water was unusually low, was given shortly after in 
this Journal, and in the Sussex Archaeological Collections. 

Allusion has been made to the indiscreet interference of the police, in 
the exercise of the duties doubtless incumbent on them, to rescue for the 
Crown monies or other objects of precious metal thus brought to light. It 
is obvious that the effect of such authority, however just and right accord-
ing to law, must be to hasten the transfer of the find to the neighbouring 
watchmaker or purchaser of valuable commodities, and thus to the melting-
pot. Mr. Faussett lately brought before us with great truth the serious 
difficulties attending the actual state of the question of Treasure Trove. It 
is scarcely to be anticipated that, in the present case, any effect can be 
produced towards the recovery of the scattered monies by a summary de-
mand for restitution, accompanied with the threat of pains and penalties. 
It is highly desirable for the interests of numismatic science that every coin 
accompanying such a hoard as has been brought to light at Chancton 
should be submitted to competent examination, since, in such a case, the 
single piece that irrecoverably goes astray may chance to be the unique 
and most noteworthy coin of the whole deposit. 

In many cases the Treasury had adopted the more conciliatory practice 
of allowing fair remuneration to the finder on rendering up the treasure 
appertaining to the Crown. It were surely better to cause notification to 
be made of such liberal treatment, restitution being made by the finder. 
What result, on the other hand, can be expected from such a peremptory 
notice as the following, which has appeared in the " Sussex Standard " of 
January 26th ult., addressed to the editor :— 

" Ancient Coins on Chancton Farm.—SIR,—I shall be obliged if you 
will allow me the use of your columns to request that those people who 
have any of the coins recently found on my farm at Chancton will at once 
hand them over to me. The officials at the Treasury have desired that I 
will at once collect and hand them over to that department, and in their 
letter on that subject they write thus : — ' As these coins belong of right to 
the Crown, those who detain them do so dishonestly, and at their peril! ' — 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, CHARLES BOTTING." 
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What effect can we anticipate from such a Treasury Order 1 
By the annual return relating to Treasure Trove, it appears that the 

coins found at Chancton, 1797 in number, with some fragments, were 
claimed on behalf of the Crown : 298 of them were given to the farmer on 
whose land they were found, to the rector of the parish, and to local 
museums : the remainder were sold to the British Museum, and the pro-
ceeds carried to the " Treasure Trove " account. It is a curious fact that 
the Exchequer should be benefited by the sale of treasure to the British 
Museum. 

The circumstances here detailed gave rise to an animated discussion 
among the members of the Institute as to the best means of proceeding in 
similar cases, in which the Chairman, Mr. E. Smirke, Mr. Maclean, Dr. 
Rock, Mr. Tregellas, and the Rev. J. Beck took part. References were 
made to the Hastings and other finds, and to the practice existing in Ireland, 
Sweden, and other countries. The centralisation of the proceeds of every 
such find in one place in London was considered by some to be an objec-
tionable arrangement, as affecting local interest in such objects. 

Sir GARDNER WILKINSON brought under the attention of the meeting 
the proposed demolition of the curious five-arched gateway on the west side 
of the town of Tenby, where the ancient walls are still in good preservation. 
This gate, unique in character, has always been an object of considerable 
interest to the numerous visitors resorting to Tenby. At a recent meeting 
of the corporation the vote of the majority carried a proposal to destroy 
the gate. This decision was strongly opposed by the Mayor, by Mr. Charles 
Allen also, an influential member of the municipal body, and by others. Sir 
Gardner considered the case as worthy of the notice of the Institute, and 
hoped for an expression of interest in the rescue of this curious relic of 
military architecture, which might be addressed to the Corporation of 
Tenby with good hope of success. 

Strong expressions of opinion, coinciding entirely with that of Sir 
Gardner Wilkinson, were elicited by this communication. A resolution 
for addressing such a remonstrance, and expressing the strong feeling and 
regret of the Institute in the matter, was then moved by Mr. E. Smirke, 
seconded by Dr. Rock, and carried unanimously. 

Antiquities atrtt OTnriui nf firt © f̂fittiit. 
By Mr. J. HENDERSON.—A collection of personal ornaments and oriental 

arms, comprising an Indian gorget of gold, repousse' work; Persian belt clasp 
of steel, damascened in gold and silver ; neck chains, with amulet tubes, 
worn by the Jewesses of Lebanon ; Albanian cartouche boxes of gilt metal, 
chased in relief; two oriental carved daggers ; a " Kuttar " dagger, ela-
borately ornamented ; a " Darjeeling " from the North of India, the sheath 
of silver filagree studded with turquoises ; a Lahore or Sikh knife, in 
enamelled sheath, with bead embroidery. 

By Mr. Τ. Y. GREET, of Morris Hall, Norham, through Mr. G. TATE, 
F.R.G.S •—A stone weapon or implement, of very unusual fashion, here 
figured. It was found in 1858, near Coldstream, Northumberland. 
Length, 6 in. ; greatest width, 41 in. Stone relics of similar form have 
occurred, as believed, of Carib origin, and the doubt has been expressed 
whether this object should he regarded as a relic of early British times. 

VOL. xxiv. Ο 
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We have, however, the assurance of the Rev. W. Greenwell, who is so 
conversant with the antiquities of the northern counties, that a second 
example has come under his notice. A third is in the Kelso Museum. 

In the Museum of the Bristol Philosophical Society a 
stone object of similar form is preserved ; it is stated that 
it was brought from Africa. Two examples found in excava-

BltlB tions at Alexandria, and now in the British Museum, are 
" f j noticed in this Journal, vol. viii., p. 421, where one of them is 
« • I figured. They were in the possession of the late Mr. S. P. 

Pratt; the example there engraved has longitudinal grooves, 

XlliRttJ and the neck or groove, by which doubtless it was at-
tached to a haft, is fashioned with considerable care. It 
must be observed that, although in its general form and 
dimensions closely resembling the remarkable relic found 
at Coldstream, its workmanship is much more symmetrical. 
—Iron sword, found in 1861, projecting from the bank of 
the Tweed, near Norham Boat House. It is here figured. 
This weapon measures nearly 33 in. in length ; the length 

sword found near of the blade is nearly 28 in. The crescent-shaped cross-
guard and piece that takes the place of a pommel are of 

unusual fashion. The latter occurs occasionally in the sixteenth century ; 
this sword, however, may be assigned with much probability to the 
thirteenth, or even, as some have supposed, to an earlier period. See 

Stone weapon or implement found near Coldstream. 

L ength of the original, inches. 
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THE EOYAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 81 

Proceedings, Berwickshire Nat. Club, vol. v. p. 290. A sword of like 
fashion, found near Elgin, is in the Museum of the Antiquaries of Scotland; 
it is figured in their Proceedings, vol. v. p. 215, pi. v. The curved guard 
and pommel are, in that instance, inlaid with silver.—Four leaden rings 
and perforated disks, found within the ruins of Norham Castle and at 
Horncliffe, three miles distant from that place. Also a ring formed, as 
described, of shale; it was found at Norham. Another is of hard sand-
stone. Two of the leaden disks are here figured. Other examples are 
given Proc. Berwickshire Club, ut supra, pi. xv. A large number have 
been found at Norham, and melted down. 

Several specimens of these singular leaden relics have been brought 
under the notice of the Institute, and are described in this Journal, vol. xvii. 
pp. 164, 267, vol. xix. p. 189. The conjectural explanations of the purpose 
for which they may have been intended are there stated. Mr. Waterton 
exhibited in 1860 a specimen found near Rome, and it is remarkable that 
leaden objects, similar in fashion and dimensions, have been found at 
Athens, and other ancient sites in Greece. There may be noticed, more-
over, considerable resemblance between these leaden disks and certain rings 
of the same metal found in France, that have been described as " Ancient 
Gaulish Money." Arch. Cambr., vol. viii., Third Series, p. 223. There 
is doubtless no probability that the relics exhibited, or any other specimens 
to which reference has been made, may he assigned to such remote anti-
quity ; but it may not be irrelevant to the investigation of their use to 
invite attention to the occurrence of relics in other countries presenting 
general features of resemblance to those found in England. 

By Mr. GEORGE TATE, F.R.G.S., of Alnwick.—A large stone celt, found 
in a field at Elishaw Bridge, in Redesdale, Northumberland, near the 
Watling Street. It measures, in length, lOf in. ; diameter of the widest 
part, 37f in.—Three stone celts, one of them, length o f in., found in a field 
at Little Houghton, near Alnwick ; another, length about 3-j in., found at 
Boulmer, in the same part of Northumberland ; it has the cutting edge 
carefully sharpened ; the third, length nearly 4 in., was found at Bolton.— 
Three balls of stone, found with a quern formed of porphyry in a British 
Camp at Weetwood, Northumberland. These objects are perfectly spherical; 
their diameter varies from 2^ in. to I f in. Other examples have occurred 
in the neighbourhood of Alnwick, and in other parts of Northumberland, 
but these for the most part are not spherical, the two sides being rubbed 
down flat, or with a slight cavity on the surface, so that these relics may be 
familiarly described as in their form resembling an apple. They may have 
been used in crushing or grinding grain. Compare the " Tilhuggersteen " 

Perforated leaden disks found at Norham Castle, Northumberland. 
Original size. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
W

es
te

rn
 O

nt
ar

io
] 

at
 1

9:
37

 1
2 

A
pr

il 
20

15
 



8 2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

of the Northern antiquaries, Worsaae, Afbildninger, fig. 10, and the 
spherical stones found in abundance in the Lake dwellings of Switzerland, 
described in Mr. Lee's translation of Dr. Keller's Memoirs. 

By Mr. JAMES HORSLEY, of Alnwick, through Mr. TATE.—Four relics 
found near the foundations of the piers of Alnwick Abbey Bridge, when it 
was demolished about 1820.—Two silver ring-brooches, one of them 
inscribed—IESVS NAZAR. ; the other—IHESVS Ν A. ; date, fourteenth century. 
—Brooches and other personal ornaments inscribed with the title of our 
Lord as placed upon the cross by Pilate, or with some portion of that 
inscription, are not of uncommon occurrence. A good example, of silver, 
found in Dumfriesshire, is in the Museum of the Antiquaries of Scotland ; 
it is figured in their Proceedings, vol. v. p. 216, pi. v. A certain phylacteric 
virtue was probably ascribed to this and other inscriptions of sacred character, 
such, for instance, as the Angelic Salutation.—A brass seal, the device 
being three escallops, with the legend (- IE sv SELE DE AMVR LELE—I 
am the seal of leal, or true love.—Another brass seal; the device is a 
demi-figure, probably of a monk ; the legend—DEVM TIME ET AMA. 

By Mr. H. PARNELL.—A collection of flint-flakes found north-east of 
Boulogne. 

By the Rev. R. P. COATES.—Relics of the Roman period found in digging 
a culvert near Dartford, Kent, during the past year. The most remark-
able of these objects was a circular disk of very thin bronze, full of small t 
holes perforated in lines radiating from the centre. It was considered to 
have been probably the object-scale of a pair of balances. 

By the Hon. ROBERT CURZON.—Two fine tilting helmets, one of the four-
teenth, and the other of the fifteenth century. The earlier was remarkable as 
having the "mamelon" chain perfect. This is often to be seen figured on 
monuments, but it had not yet been known to exist on an actual example. 
By this chain the wearer could divest himself at pleasure of his weighty 
head-piece, and carry it in a more convenient manner. 

^rrfjaeolostcal Intelligence. 
MR. ALBERT HARTSHORNE announces for publication, to subscribers, 

" The Recumbent Effigies in Northamptonshire," a county singularly rich 
in relics of monumental sculpture, and also in sepulchral brasses,—the 
subject of a special work published in 1853 by Mr. Franklin Hudson. A 
limited selection of the sculptured memorials was figured by Mr. Hyett; 
many remarkable examples of monumental art from the earliest period 
existing in the county were left, however, comparatively unknown. Mr. 
Hartshorne, who appears to have inherited the taste and keen appre-
ciation of mediaeval memorials that characterised our lamented friend, 
his father, proposes to give a series of 96 photographs, from drawings by 
himself. The work will be published by Messrs. Cundall, 168, New Bond 
Street. 

The student of primeval remains will learn with satisfaction that Mr. 
CHARLES WARNE, F.S.A., to whom we owe the Map of Ancient Dorset, so 
serviceable to those who took part in the Dorchester Meeting in 1866, has 
completed the long-promised " Celtic Tumuli of Dorset," with illustrations 
of numerous relics of great interest found in his explorations. The work 
may be obtained from Mr. D. Sydenham, Bookseller, Poole. Crown folio, 
thirty shillings. 
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